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Shots Fired: Gun Violence in the United States
Howard Rahtz

“This well-documented work will be a useful starting point for both academics
and the general public engaging in the gun debate.” —Library Journal

“A highly readable, thorough, and insightful examination of mass shootings and
other gun violence. Shots Fired is essential for all—from informed citizens and
students to police and policymakers—who are concerned about how to stop these
all too frequent tragedies.” —John Eck, University of Cincinnati

M ass killings. Gang violence. Street crimes.
Suicides. Accidental shootings. The United

States is enduring a literal epidemic of gun vio-
lence. Howard Rahtz, drawing on decades of
experience as a police officer all too familiar with
the horrors that guns can cause, delves deeply
into the nature and impact of this epidemic.

Rahtz explores each element of the triangle
of ability, desire, and opportunity that typically
characterizes gun violence. Going further, he
also suggests practical, “left of bang” preventa-
tive actions—steps that could limit the violence
while respecting contentious Second Amendment
rights.

Howard Rahtz served for nearly two
decades with the Cincinnati Police Department,
retiring in 2007 as commander of the Vice
Control Unit. He currently teaches at police
academies in the area and speaks nationally 
on police reform.

C O N T E N T S
• Foreword—Frank Straub.
• Gun Violence in the United States. 
• The Right to Keep and Bear Arms. 
• Firearms and Violence. 
• Black Market Guns. 
• The Crime Triangle: Ability to Kill. 
• The Crime Triangle: Opportunity to Kill. 
• The Crime Triangle: Desire to Kill. 
• Rampage Killings. 
• Daily Homicides. 
• The Police Response. 
• Moving Left of Bang. 
• Do Something!

2020/222 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-884-1 hc $55/£46.95

Australia: A$94.60
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Madam President? 
Gender and Politics on the Road to the White House
Lori Cox Han and Caroline Heldman, editors

“Chock-full of first-rate analysis by top-notch scholars on questions of 
women, gender, and the US presidency. I certainly want this book in my 
personal library.” —Shauna L. Shames, Rutgers University–Camden

S cholars and pundits alike have spent more
than a little time speculating about why

Hillary Clinton lost the presidency to Donald
Trump in 2016. Their conclusions may differ,
but few would disagree that Clinton’s nomina-
tion by a major party changed the political
landscape in significant ways—nor that the
results of the 2016 election provoked a large
number of women to run for office at all levels
of government. The genie is out of the bottle.

In this context, the authors of Madam
President? critically analyze the barriers facing
women on the road to the White House—from
gender stereotyping to biased media coverage,
the conflation of masculinity and the presidency,
gendered conceptions of leadership, and more. 

Lori Cox Han is professor of political sci-
ence at Chapman University. Caroline Heldman
is professor of politics at Occidental College.

C O N T E N T S
• Electing Madam President—L.C. Han. 
• Comparing the Years of the Woman, 1992 and

2018—A. Pluta and M. Knight-Finley. 

• Money and Candidate Viability
—V.A. Farrar-Myers. 

• Masculinity and Media Coverage on
the Campaign Trail—M. Conroy. 

• Electing a Woman President in the #MeToo Era
—C. Heldman. 

• Women, the Presidency, and Popular Culture
—L. Beail and L.J. Goren. 

• The Public’s Perceptions of Candidates’
Spouses—B. Frederick, L. Elder, and B. Burrell. 

• Sex, Gender, and Leadership in the Executive
Branch—K.M. Hult. 

• Gender and Leadership Challenges in National
Security—M. Bose. 

• Confronting Barriers on the Road to Madam
President—C. Heldman and L.C. Han.

2020/227 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-886-5 hc $85/£72.50
ISBN: 978-1-62637-887-2 pb $27.50/£23.50

Australia: hc A$145.20/pb A$47.30
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The Women of 2018: 
The Pink Wave in the US House Elections… 
and Its Legacy in 2020
Barbara Burrell

“Engaging and informative, this book takes readers on a journey alongside
female political candidates in the US as they strive for office. Both experts 
and newcomers to gender politics will find the combination of historical and 
current research with detailed accounts and experiences of these women to 
be a compelling read.” —Victoria D. Beall, University of Kentucky

“A compelling and complete account of the 2018 election cycle, chronicling the remark-
able story of female candidates in a ‘Year of the Woman.’ Everything you need to know
about this historic campaign.” —Barbara Palmer, Baldwin Wallace University

“Provides the quintessential overview of women’s congressional campaigns in the 2018
midterm elections, showing convincingly that the pink wave was historic on numerous
fronts.” —Melissa Deckman, Washington College

A vengers. PerSisters. The pink wave. And
even badasses. These terms have been used

to refer to the unprecedented number of female
candidates who ran for elected office in the
United States in 2018.

Barbara Burrell explores this phenomenon
—in the context of women’s candidacies for 
election to the US House of Representatives—
discussing who the women were, why they
chose to run, the nature of their campaigns,
and their legacy as reflected in the 2020 elec-
tions. Not least, her findings clearly challenge
traditional perspectives on women’s quests for
political leadership.

Barbara Burrell is professor emerita of
political science at Northern Illinois University. 

C O N T E N T S
• The Women of 2018. 
• Gender in the Making of the 2018 Elections. 
• Who Were the Candidates? 
• Why Did They Run? 
• Media Messaging on the Campaign Trail. 
• The Challenges of Fundraising. 
• Becoming Representatives. 
• From 2018 to 2020 and Beyond.

March 2021/ca. 185 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-929-9 hc $85/£72.50
ISBN: 978-1-62637-931-2 pb $26.50/£22.50

Australia: hc A$145.20/pb A$46.20
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Nixon’s FBI:
Hoover, Watergate, and a Bureau in Crisis
Melissa Graves

“A fascinating account of the FBI during a tumultuous period.”
—Richard M. Yon, US Military Academy

I n 1974, Richard Nixon resigned in disgrace.
In 2020, Donald Trump was impeached. Both

were investigated by the FBI, an agency under
their control. How is it that the bureau is
responsible for investigating the president it
serves? How can it do so effectively? Nixon’s
FBI confronts these questions.

Melissa Graves draws on groundbreaking
research and personal interviews with several
of the agents involved to take us back to the
time of the Watergate scandal. Her new per-
spective on J. Edgar Hoover’s last days, his
successor’s tenure, and the many obstacles that
FBI special agents faced from both their leader-
ship and the White House reveals the always
complex and often fraught relationship between
the president and the FBI ... and makes palpable
the ways that history repeats itself.

Melissa Graves is assistant 
professor of intelligence studies at
The Citadel.

C O N T E N T S
• The FBI and the US Presidency. 
• Hoover’s Sabotage and Nixon’s Plumbers. 
• Protecting the Bureau’s Jurisdiction. 
• The Bureau Under Scrutiny. 
• Hoover’s Final Days. 
• Nixon’s New Acting Director. 
• The Watergate Investigation. 
• The Past Informs the Present.

2020/247 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-917-6 hc $85/£72.50

Australia: A$145.20
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Spying: Assessing US Domestic Intelligence Since 9/11
Darren E. Tromblay

“Offers a bold analysis of post-September 11 domestic intelligence reforms—
primarily but not exclusively focusing on the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) and the Department of Homeland Security.... A valuable contribution.”

—Douglas M. Charles, Political Science Quarterly

“A home run. Tromblay brings a keen eye, as well as a felicitous writing style, 
to this important study of how the FBI and the DHS seek—sometimes with 
success, sometimes with failure—to make the United States a safer place in a
hostile world.” —Loch Johnson, University of Georgia

I nitiated in the aftermath of the September 11
terrorist attacks, have the reforms of the US

intelligence enterprise served their purpose?
What have been the results of the creation of the
Department of Homeland Security, the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence, and a
reorganized FBI? Have they helped to reduce
blind spots and redundancies in resources and
responsibilities ... and to prevent misuses of
intelligence and law enforcement? How did a
disaster like the Snowden scandal happen?

Darren Tromblay answers these questions
in his thorough, often provocative, assessment
of post–9/11 US domestic intelligence activi-
ties in the pursuit of national security.

Darren E. Tromblay has served as an
intelligence analyst with the US government
since 2005.

C O N T E N T S
• The US Intelligence Enterprise. 
• Emergence of a Domestically Oriented 

Intelligence Enterprise. 
• Crisis and Competition. 
• The Vision of the FBI After 9/11. 
• Reorganizing the Bureau. 
• The FBI’s Human Capital Issues. 
• The Intelligence Enterprise at the Department 

of Homeland Security. 
• DHS Intelligence Analysis. 
• The Roles of Other Agencies. 
• Federally Driven Fusion. 
• Fusion and Confusion at the Subfederal Level. 
• Lessons Observed (if Not Learned).

2019/245 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-780-6 hc $85/£72.50

Australia: A$145.20
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Journeys out of Homelessness: 
The Voices of Lived Experience
Jamie Rife and Donald W. Burnes, and contributors

“Rife and Burnes analyze each story to identify crucial factors that help people
to secure stable housing.... This commonsense guide is full of insights for policy
makers and social workers confronting the problem of homelessness.”

—Publishers Weekly

“Rife, Burnes, and their colleagues provide readers with in-depth knowledge of
what it means to be homeless in the United States.... They also propose recom-
mendations to end homelessness. Their book is an important contribution to our
ability to address a grand challenge of our society.” —James Herbert Williams, 

Arizona State University

“This book will change the dialogue and the public and political will to solve the 
issue of homelessness in the United States.” —Susan E. Jacobson, Regis College

H ow do individuals move from being home-
less to finding safe, stable, and secure places

to live? Can we recreate the conditions that
helped them most? What policies are needed to
support what worked—and to remove common
obstacles?

Addressing these questions, Jamie Rife and
Donald Burnes start from the premise that the
most important voices in efforts to end home-
lessness are the ones most often missing from
the discussion: the voices of those with lived
experience. In Journeys out of Homelessness,
they gather the first-person stories of some
who have not only survived, but thrived, going
on to find positive home situations.

Highlighting what we can learn from these
personal stories, Rife and Burnes combine
them with in-depth discussions of key themes
and issues and point to the shifts necessary in
current policy and practice that are essential if
we are to effectively respond to a problem that
has reached epic proportions.

Jamie Rife is cofounder and head of 
operations at Purposity. Donald W. Burnes
is founder of and senior adviser to the Burnes
Center on Poverty and Homelessness at the
Colorado Center on Law and Poverty.

C O N T E N T S
• Journeys out of Homelessness. 
• A Caring Adult: Barb’s Journey. 
• Family-Centered Support: Tim’s Journey. 
• Expanded Housing Options: Marie’s Journey. 
• A Safe Place for Youth: Tiffany’s Journey. 
• The Foster Care System: Blizzard’s Journey. 
• Social Networks: Leanne’s Journey. 
• Client-Centered Solutions: Michelle’s Journey. 
• Someone Who Listens: James’s Journey. 
• Improved Health Care: Caroline’s Journey. 
• Toward Eradicating Homelessness.

2020/205 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-853-7 hc $85/£72.50
ISBN: 978-1-62637-860-5 pb $29.95/£25.50

Australia: hc A$145.20/pb A$51.70
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“Provides important documentation and
analysis of the evolution of U.S. homeless-
ness policies.” —Dennis Culhane, 

Contemporary Sociology

“How did homelessness go from being
understood as a social problem to becom-
ing just a normal feature of life [in the

United States]? If you’ve ever asked this ques-
tion, The Homelessness Industry is essential
reading.” —Vincent Lyon-Callo, 

Western Michigan University

T racing the transformation of homelessness from
being a social-justice issue to one with solutions

based on medical models and zero-sum-games
analyses, Elizabeth Beck and Pamela Twiss explore
how government policies and practices have served to
shape our limited response to the problem. Equally

The Homelessness Industry: A Critique of US Social Policy
Elizabeth Beck and Pamela C. Twiss

important, they consider how a more just, human-
rights-based approach might be effected.

Elizabeth Beck is professor in the School of
Social Work at Georgia State University. Pamela C.
Twiss is professor of social work at the California
University of Pennsylvania. 

C O N T E N T S :  

The Making of the Homelessness Industry • Homelessness
Today and Its Historical Roots • Competing Values:
Neoliberalism and Social Justice • From Social Problem
to Psychiatry • Early Federal Policy and the Fight for the
McKinney Act • Implementation in a Hostile Context: 
The First Two Years of the McKinney Act • Services, Not
Justice • From Managing to Ending Homelessness • The
Continuing Quest for Justice.

2019/287 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-741-7 hc $78.50/£66.95

Australia: A$134.20
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I n the United States today, 50 million people
don’t have enough food. How is this possible

in one of the world’s wealthiest countries?
Why hasn’t the problem been solved? Is it

simply an economic issue? Challenging convention-
al wisdom, the authors of Hunger in the Land of
Plenty explore the causes and consequences of food
insecurity; assess some of the major policies and
programs that have been designed to reduce it; and
consider alternative paths forward.

The late James D. Wright was Provost’s
Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus and
Pegasus Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Sociology at the University of Central Florida. 

Hunger in the Land of Plenty: A Critical Look at Food Insecurity
James D. Wright, Amy Donley, and Sara Strickhouser Vega

“The authors ... do a powerful job arguing their essential case: that food insecurity is 
a problem of access and distribution more than it is a supply problem. [They] present a 
convincing case as to why policy makers and citizens should believe, and act, as if this 
is a solvable social problem.” —Choice

Amy Donley is associate professor of sociology at
the University of Central Florida. Sara Strickhouser
Vega is president of Vega Nguyen Research and also
teaches sociology at Western Washington University.

C O N T E N T S :  

Food Insecurity in Context • The Correlates of Food
Insecurity • How Food Insecurity Matters for Mental and
Physical Health • Are Food Deserts the Source of the
Problem? • Can People Solve Their Own Food Insecurities?
• The Public Policy Connection • Feeding the World in the
Twenty-First Century.

2019/183 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-765-3 hc $69.95/£59.50

Australia: A$119.90



Surprising News:
How the Media Affect—and Do Not Affect—Politics
Kenneth Newton

“Highly recommended.” —Choice

“What is the role of the news media in a democracy? Addressing this issue, Ken
Newton marshals a wide range of evidence from diverse contexts and disciplines
to provide critical insights.... Dispelling conventional myths, and providing care-
ful scrutiny of the evidence, Surprising News is a tour de force.” —Pippa Norris, 

Harvard University and University of Sydney

W hat role do the media play in influencing
political life and shaping public opinion and

behavior? Do they support—or undermine—our
democratic beliefs and institutions? Claims about
the media’s powerful influence are frequently
made, but where is the evidence?

Kenneth Newton scrutinizes these complex
questions. Recognizing that differing forms of
political communication have differing effects
on differing people around the world, Newton
goes further to ask why this occurs, and how.
The answers that he presents in Surprising News
offer a deeply researched, enlightening chal-
lenge to conventional wisdom in this age of fake
news, post-truth, and claims about how the new
digital media have transformed politics. 

Kenneth Newton is professor emeritus 
of comparative politics at the University of
Southampton.

C O N T E N T S
• Surprising News. 
• Belief Preservation. 
• Partisans and Party Identifiers. 
• When the Public Is Not Buying. 
• Personal Knowledge and Experience. 
• Political Talk. 
• Trust and Distrust. 
• Diffuse and Subconscious Media Effects. 
• Public Service and Commercial TV. 
• Hyperpluralism in the Digital Age. 
• Audience Pluralism. 
• Explaining Media Political Effects. 
• Postscript: What Politicians Should Understand.

2019/277 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-766-0 hc $89.95/£76.95
ISBN: 978-1-62637-770-7 pb $28.50/£24.95

Australia: hc A$154/pb A$49.50
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Religious Identity in US Politics
Matthew R. Miles

“At just the right time, Matt Miles offers this sustained treatment of how political
and religious identities intersect, embracing the causal ambiguity between them
to explore questions of system support, trust, and political behavior. His book
should be required reading for scholars of religion and politics.”

—Paul A. Djupe, Denison University

W hile existing scholarship addresses
the influence of religious affilia-

tion on political attitudes and behaviors
in the United States, a number of puz-

zling questions remain unanswered. In response,
Matthew Miles demonstrates that a more com-
plete conceptualization of religion as a social
identity can help to explain many of those puz-
zles. As he explores the impact, both positive
and negative, of religious identity on political
attitudes, he also shows that the religion-
politics relationship is not a one-way street.

Matthew R. Miles is associate professor
of political science at Brigham Young
University–Idaho.

C O N T E N T S
• The Role of Religious Identity in US Politics. 
• Defining Religious Identity. 
• Religious Identity and Support for 

Members of Congress. 
• Religious Identity and Political Trust: 

The Obama Era. 
• Christian Identity and Anti-Atheist Intolerance. 
• The Religious Divide. 
• When Religious and Partisan Social 

Identities Collide. 
• How Political Identities Influence Religious Beliefs. 
• Is Reconciliation Possible?

2019/190 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-809-4 hc $75/£63.95

Australia: A$128.70
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“Informative and thorough.... Boys offers a
unique perspective on the Clinton administration
and its foreign policy.” —James M. McCormick, 

Iowa State University

I n the aftermath of the catastrophic attacks of
September 11, 2001, President Bill Clinton’s time

in office was portrayed as one in which vital oppor-
tunities to confront growing threats to US security
were missed. Firmly challenging this characteriza-
tion, James Boys explores the long-misunderstood
approach adopted by the Clinton administration as it
sought to define an effective response to acts of
political violence.

Boys argues that only by understanding the
efforts of Clinton and his team to address interna-
tional terrorism can we make sense of the reasoning
behind the actions of George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, and Donald Trump, all of whom inherited,
continued, and expanded on Clinton-era policies and
practices. Drawing on official documents and on

Clinton’s War on Terror: 
Redefining US Security Strategy, 1993–2001
James D. Boys

interviews with key players, he reveals 
the evolution of counterterrorism strategy
throughout the Clinton administration, as 
well as the ramifications that it has today.

James D. Boys is associate professor of
international political studies at Richmond
University, London.

C O N T E N T S

The Clinton Administration and Terrorism • THE HISTORY,
1676–1992 • Three Centuries of North American Political
Violence, 1676–1976 • Bipartisan Hesitancy, 1977–1992 
• THE THREATS, 1993–2001 • Trouble in the Heartland:
Domestic Political Violence • Rogue States: An Axis of
Evil? • Cyberterrorism: Hack and Attack • Nemesis: Bin
Laden and al-Qaeda • THE TOOLS, 1993–2001 • Eyes in the
Skies: Drones • A New Art Form: Rendition • CONCLUSION

• Reflections on Clinton’s Counterterrorism Strategy.

2018/283 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-743-1 hc $89.95/£76.95

Australia: A$154
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Political Communication in Action: 
From Theory to Practice
David L. Helfert

“This text reads like a novel [and] behaves like a text book.... Highly 
recommended.” —Choice

“A terrific mix of research and experience, filled with wisdom and insight.
Helfert has the real stuff down about campaigning, the press, and what it 
takes to win.” —John Daly, University of Texas at Austin

“Written plainly and from experience, this behind-the-scenes ‘cookbook’ 
explains contemporary political communication in terms that students and nonscholars
will understand, appreciate, and ultimately use.” —Ralph J. Begleiter, University of Delaware

F rom developing effective messages to working
with the news media, from writing speeches

to tweeting, from crisis communication to the
ethics of political communication, and every-
thing in between, Political Communication in
Action takes the reader step-by-step through
the process.

This approachable new text:
• Covers both theory and real-world 

practice
• Uses examples and case studies to 

illustrate key concepts
• Shows what aspects of the process 

look like when done well, and when 
done poorly

• Addresses public affairs and advocacy
communication, as well as political 
campaigns

• Explores changes emerging from the
2016 elections

Uniquely, it provides a tour of the commu-
nication process as it actually works: in political
campaigns, in government from City Hall to
Congress and the White House, and in advocacy
organizations.

David L. Helfert has more than four
decades of experience working and teaching 
in the field of political communication.

C O N T E N T S
• Political Communication in Action. 
• Defining Political Communication. 
• The Tools of Political Persuasion. 
• Making Political Communication Effective. 
• Political Issues. 
• Political Research and Communication Planning. 
• Political Speeches. 
• Political Advertising and Television. 
• Political Communication in the Internet Age. 
• Communicating Through the News Media. 
• Communication in an Age of Partisanship. 
• Crisis Communication. 
• The Ethical Line in Political Communication.

2018/305 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-680-9 hc $85/£72.50
ISBN: 978-1-62637-681-6 pb $32/£26.95

Australia: hc A$145.20/pb A$55
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